





receive unemployment compensation and interest them in studies and work in 
industry. 


Prof Shmuel She'’altiel (Weizmann Institute) said that if the Ministry of 
Education does not have the funds to give priority to all of the occupations, 
they should be given grants selectively, and in light of the grave forecasts 
of members of the commission, priority in the immediate future should be 
given to the natural sciences and technology. He proposed that special 
incentives be given to schools that move in this direction. 
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ISRAEL 


BRITISH COMPANY INTERESTED IN MARKETING ARAVA AIRCRAFT 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 24 May 82 p 2 


[Article by Yossi Melman: "British Company Interested in Marketing Arava in 
Africa" ] 


[Text] The aircraft industry is conducting negotiations with the inter- 
national company Lonro for the sale of Arava aircraft. It is known that a 
delegation of the company is to come to Israel this week to consummate the 
deal. 


Lonro, which has commercial ties in Africa, is interested in marketing 

the Arava aircralt on that continent, including South Africa. Although 
additional details are not available, it appears that the transaction involves 
10 aircraft at a cost of $30-40 million. 


The Lonro company also has Arab investors, including members of the royal 
family of Kuwait, who are oppoed to the company's ties with Israel and are 
threatening to take legal action if the deals with Israel are carried out. 


However, the chairman of the board of Lonro and the principal stockholder, 
Rolan Roland, is determined to continue negotiations with Israel. Mr 
Roland, who visited Israel a month ago and who also established a 
connection with the aircraft industry, said: "I am not afraid of threats 
of an Arab boycott. It no longer exists after the peace agreement between 
Israel and Egypt. Our relations with Israel are progressing well." 


Mr Roland, who is leaving this week for a visit to Kenya and the Ivory 
Coast, where his company has extensive business dealings, also said that 
he is convinced that the Ivory Coast will follow in the footsteps of Zaire 
and will resume diplomatic relations with Israel. He intends to meet with 
the president of the Ivory Coast, and it is possible that the subject will 
be brought up in these talks. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


SALE TO UAE--The Lihakum Company, located in Science City, in Rehovot, 
recently exported by means of a third party computerized graphic display 
systems costing over $50,000 to the United Arab Emirates [UAE] in the 
Persian Gulf. The export transaction included equipment manufactured by 
Lihakum for control systems in the local oil fields. These systems, which 
are placed in the drilling towers, are used for fire control as well as for 
controlling the oil output itself. Lihakum is controlled by the Danot Group. 
The president of Lihakum, Mr Tzvi Speiser, stated that the export deal 

with the UAE was arranged through what was described as a third party. No 
additional details were given. [By Avram Tzahar] [Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ 
in Hebrew 31 May 82 p 2] 5830 


NEW HARVESTER--The first combine of its kind for the jojoba harvest has been 
developed at the Institute of Agricultural Engineering in Bet Dagan and has 
been operated in test sections in the Negev. The advantage of the jojoba 
plant is its ability to grow in dry and desert regions, with which our 
country is abundantly "blessed," and its durability in arid conditions. 

The jojoba plants grow primarily in the kibbutzim of Ha'arava and the 
northern Negev. However, it is hoped that the areas of its growth will be 
expanded to include the Upper Galilee and the central part of the country. 
Throughout the world, over 100,000 dunams of the jojoba pJant are already 
cultivated. In Israel there are about 550 dunams, and there is a plan at 
this stage to expand that to 2,000 dunams. Farmers, engineers and companies 
in the United States have expressed great interest in the combine developed 
in Israel. [By Y. Galili] [Text] [Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 27 May 
82 p 13] 5830 
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CONTRACT AWARDED FOR RESERVOIR CONSTRUCTION 


Muscat OMAN DAILY OBSERVER in English 13 Jun 82 p 5 


[Text ] 


A contract has been awarded 
for the construction of Oman’s 
largest reservoir — with a 12 
million gallon capacity — at 
Ghubra. It will cost R.O.1.7 
million. 


The contract awarded to Taylor 
Woodrow Towel — is one of 
several projects launched by the 
Ministry of Electricity and Water 
to boost water supply in the 
Capital Area. 

Mr. Abdulla Dawood, 
Director General of P!anning and 
Projects Ministry said that the 
huge reservoir which will be used 
to blend desalinated water with 
water from wells had _ been 
designed to make optimum use of 
desalinated water and reduce the 
use of water from wells. 

He said the Ministry was 
concerned about marked increase 
in the consumption of well water 
which it thought should be 
conserved for times of emergency. 
Pointing to a graph which showed 
an upward trend in the 
consumption of well water over 
the past few years, Mr. Dawood 
said of a total of 2976.16 million 
gallons water used during 1981, 


1482.75 million gallons ame from 
the wells which was almost equal 
to the amount of desalinated water 
consumed during the same period. 


There has been a remarkable 
increase in the consumption of 
well water in the past 10 years. It 
rose from 14 million gallons in 
1970 to 442.25 million gallons in 
1979. Then it went up to 1482.75 
million gallons last year. 

The Director General said that 
blending of well water with 
desalinated water was aimed at 
giving a uniform taste to 
residents of all areas. The 
reservoir would eliminate the 
types and would satisfy people 
who do not like the taste of 
desalinated water. 


Meanwhile the second 
desalination plant which is being 
installed at Ghubra will start 
operation from October this year 
producing six million gallons of 
water network per day. It will raise 
the capacity of the Ghubra water 
network to 12 million gallons per 
day. 

The added supply will be used to 
meet the increased demand in the 


[as printed] 








The Ministry of Electricity and Water has also tendered a project to build a 
water desalination plant at Masirah to supply drinking water to the inhabitants 
of the island. It will have a capacityof 120,000 gallons of water per day. 


The Ministry has also awarded a contract to build a water supply network for 
Nizwa town. The project which will ensure direct water supply to the people 
there will be completed in 15 months. The contract has been awarded to Travo. 
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PORT EXPANSION PROJECT OUTLINED 


Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English 27 May 82 p 3 


[Text } 


OMAN’S major port — 
Mina Qaboos — is 
poised to take a major 
step forward. Indications 
are that it will be able to 
handle bulk carriers by 
the end of the decade. 
Experts from Maunsell 
Consultants are already 
working on the proposed 
expansion scheme, 
which will create con- 
struction jobs worth 


OR60 million. 

The plan is to build an 
additional basin beyond the 
existing breakwaters, along 
with more storage space cre- 
ated by blasting an area 
through the nearby moun- 
tains. 

The expansion scheme is based 
on the projection that by the end of 
1992, Mina Qaboos will handle 
120,000 TEUs and that most of 
the general cargo and food stuffs 
will be containerised. Currently, 
the type of vessels calling at Mina 
Qaboos go up to a maximum of 
30,000 tonnes (Dead Weight Ton- 
nage) with maximum length 250 
metres and draft 11 metres. But 
the situation is expected to change 
in line with the pace of economic 
activity. It is envisaged that bulk 
carriers of upto 80,000 DWT with 
length up to 270m and draft up to 
15m will be calling at the port in 
the next ten years. 


For centuries, Muscat has been 
an important port. Muscat litcrally 
means ‘‘a place of falling or 
anchorage’ and ships trading be- 
tween East and West used to stop 
here to replenish essential com- 
modities or to load dates and lime. 
Today, the old port has been trans- 
formed into a modern and ideal 
port by the measures initiated by 
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos. Sul- ; 
tan Qaboos, realising the import- 
ance of the port to the nation, drew 
up a modernisation plan. Accor- 
dingly, the port took shape in 1974 
with a capacity to handle 2 million 
tonnes of cargo every year. 

Mina Qaboos is managed by the 
Port Services Corporation Ltd., 
whose capital is made up from 
Government and private sector 
funds, thus ensuring a commer- 
cially-oriented undertaking. The 
Board of Directors is headed by 
the Minister for Communications, 
Sayyid Salem bin Nasser al 
Busaidi, and day-to-day affairs 
are looked after by the General 
Manager, Awad Salim al Shan- 


fari. 

The port has nine deep-water 
berths, three coaster berths and 
one berth for launches. They vary 
in length from 76 metres to 228 
metres and are sheltered by a 
breakwater on one side and cliffs 
on the other. Nine berths can take 
vessels of up to 10.4 m draft and 
the remaining three are reserved 
for shallow draft vessels drawing 
4 m of water. A new container 
terminal was created at a cost of 
ORS.5 million and it is operating 
with two 35-tonnes gantry cranes, 








five 35-tonnes forklifts and a Mafi 
type roll trailer system backed up 
by mobile cranage of up to 150 
tonnes capacity. The port is also 
equipped with the RO-RO hand- 
ling equipment. 

Supporting the berths are nine 
modem transit sheds. A container 
yard has also been developed 
which handles 1600 TEUs loaded 
containers and 600 TEUs empty 
containers. Similarly, the port has 
a wide selection of handling 
equipment from Europe, the US 
and Japan. Out of 60 forklift 
trucks, 15 are British and rest are 
American. Out of 15 cranes, 10 
are British, two each are from 
America and Japan and one from 
Holland. The four British contain- 
cr spreaders have been sup- 
plemented by four new US-made 
ones. The fleet of tugs includes a 
mooring boat and four tugs of 
capacities varying between HP 


1400 to HP 2400. They guide the 
ship to anchor at the berth. 

The port provides round-the- 
clock operations and was the first 
port in the Gulf to be made clear of 
congestion. It also offers tranship- 
ment service by sea or road to the 
Interior and to all Gulf States. 
Other facilities offered by the port 
to ships are the supply of diesel 
oil, fresh water and fresh provi- 
sions. 

Over a period of five years, the 
number of vessels calling per 
annum at the port has increased 
from 934 to 1,116, an increase of 
19 per cent. Tonnage handled at 
the port during the same period 
also increased from 779,000 
DWT to 1,113,000 DWT, record- 
ing an increase of 42 per cent. 


Five years ago, the port re- 
ceived 1,526 TEUs containers, 
but following the containerisation 
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Aerial View of Mina Qaboos 
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Forklift Truck Used to Move Container From One Terminal to Another 











Two Gantry Cranes Installed to Handle Container 
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A Tug and Cranes Used at the Port 


of the port in 1981, the number of 
containers unloaded increased to 
14,925 in 1981, and the expecta- 
tion 1s that a new record will be set 
this year as most of the ships com- 
ing are cellular without handling 
gear. The port is also used by 
dhows which sail between Oman, 
India and the African coast. 
With the berthing of the cement 
silo ship *‘Muscat Cement”™’ anew 
chapter was opened in the cement 
handling facility at the port. Under 
an agreement signed between the 
Port Services Corporation and the 
cement manufacturer Hispa Cc- 
ment Company of Spain, the ship 
will remain berthed for three years 
delivering bagged and bulk ce- 
ment continuously to clients. The 
ship has a capacity of 30,000 ton- 
nes and is supplying portland as 
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well as sulphate-resisting cement 
to the local contractors. A feeder 
vessel has been arranged by the 
company and will visit the port 
every fortnight. Meanwhile, work 
for expansion of the grain silo 
from 30,000 tonnes to 60,000 ton- 
nes Capacity is nearing comple- 
tion. 

During the past eight years, 
Mina Qaboos has developed into a 
modem port and has provided 
facilities to a large number of vcs- 
sels. It has generated considerable 
revenue and its profit increased by 
58 per cent to OR2.66 million in 
1981 compared to the previous 
year. Boosted by this result, the 
Board of Directors announced a 
30 per cent dividend to sharchol- 
ders for 1981 and has transferred 
OR1.5 million to the Pon De- 


97 


velopment Reserve to meet future 
development programmes. Ex- 
pansion of berth No. | is already 
under way and the hydrographic 
survey is to begin soon. 

The total labour strength of the 
port is 1200 and 72 per cent of the 
staff are Omanis. The manage- 
ment expects a steady annual 
labour force growth of 5 per cent. 
Employees are continuously 
trained to cope with the growing 
volume and sophistication of 
work. Recently, two employces 
were sent to Singapore to attend a 
course conducted by the Port Au- 
thority of Singapore. 

The port is equally concerned 
with staff welfare as cxemplificd 
by a master plan under preparation 
for residential complexes at Wadi 
Kabir and Darseit. 











NEW PATROL CRAFT FOR ROYAL POLICE 


Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English 10 Jun 82 p 7 


[Text ] 


The Royal Oman Police will soon 
be getting this new general duty 
patrol craft pictured during sea trials 
off the South coast of Britain. 

Built by Walercraft Ltd, of 
Sussex, the 12.17 metre vessel kas a 
glass reinforced platics (GRP) hull of 
4 metres beam and 1.04 metres draft, 
a GRP deck moulding with marine 
grade aluminium alloy 
superstructure. The accommodation 
for four crew consists of a galley, a 
toilet and a large wheelhouse with 
seating for seven police officers. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


ACHIEVING FOOD SECURITY RECEIVES SPECIAL ATTENTION 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 7 Jun 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


BAHRAIN. June 6 (R) — Saudi Arabia is 
spending billions of dollars on developing 
agriculture and water resources to achieve 
food security. 

The kingdom carly the size of Western 
Europe. has plenty of oil to last well into the 
next century. but lacks surface water sources 
like rivers and lakes. Rainfall is scanty in the 
hot. arid country. which is also short on skil- 
led labor. 

However. it has abundant wealth to 
acquire high technology and manpower to 
fulfill its goal. The Third Five-Year 
Development Plan. ending in 1985. has pro- 
jected an expenditure of SR72 billion (about 
$21 billion) on boosting water resources and 
agriculture. 

The aim is to realize food security. Saudi 
Agriculture Minister Abdul Rahman Al- 
Sheikh told a conference of Western oil and 
agro-business excutives last month. “We 
already hear voices opting for a barrel of oil 
for a bushel of wheat. Though not seriously 
taken. such voices trigger on our side issues of 
national security when it comes to food sup- 
ply.” he told the meeting organized by the 
Washington-based Agri-Energy Roundt- 
able. , 

Saudi Arabia. with an estimated popula- 
tion of seven million. imports about 90 per- 
cent of its food. including fruit. vegetables. 
fish. dairy products. grains and livestock. In 

1980-81. tea. sugar. milk. flour and edible oil 
imports alone cost SR3.7 billion (about $1.1 
billion). with meat. cow and camel imports 
costing another half a billion dollars. the 
Finance and National Economy Ministry 
said. It said sugar and meat imports rose by 
69 and 43 percent. respectively. But flour. 
edible oil and milk imports fell by 63. 52 and 
14 percent. because their local output had 
increased. Private sector food imports in 
1980-81 cost SR9.3 billion (about $2.7 bil- 
lion). one-third more than in the previous 
year. a Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency 
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report said. But it gave no figures for gov- 
ernment purchases. 

“Water. not oil, is our most valuable 
resource.” Al-Sheikh said. stressing govern- 
ment investments over more than a decade. 
To conserve and ensure water supply. the 
government built dams. drilled wells and 
introduced water-saving methods. It also set 
up a chain of water desalination plants which 
use water from the Gulf and the Red Sea. 

But the most important conservancy step 
was taken three years ago when the govern- 
ment introduced recycled water. The first 
sewage water treatment plant is nearing 
completion in the capital city. Riyadh. Its 
daily putout of 20.000 cubic meters (43 mil- 
lion gallons) of water will be used to irrigate 
farms in the area. officials said. 

Six other Saudi cities. including the holy 
cities of Makkah and Madinah. will have 
recycled water by the end of the century the 
Planning Ministry says. By the year 2000. 15 
percent of the Kingdom's annual water sup- 
ply. or 986 million cubic meters (about 216 
billion gallons). will be recycled water and 25 
percent desalinated water from more than 20) 


plants. 


So far. 42 dams for controlling seasonal 
flash floods and storing rainwater have been 
built. Five more are under construction. The 
largest dam. in south-west Najran Region. 
was inaugurated last month. Costing $81 mil- 
lion, it will irrigate 10.000 hectares (24.700 
acres). 

There are six big aquafiers with ample 
water to irrigate 250,000 hectares (617.500 
acres) for a century. But their future exploita- 
tion hinges on economic and technological 
factors. officials say. 

Rural migration is one cause of the coun- 
try’s reliance on foreign labor to execute its 
agricultural plans. In the past five years. 
96.000 farmers went to the cities. the gov- 
ernment said. But centers have been set up to 
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train Saudis. 

To make farming lucrative. the govern- 
ment helps small farmers with free land. 
loans. subsidies and equipment. Similar 
incentives are available to those undertaking 
large-scale.integrated dairy, farming and 
livestock projects. The third development 
plan provides for disbursement of SR7.5 bil- 
lion (about $2.2 billion) in agricultural loans 
and subsidies. ’ 

With about one-seventh of the 4.5 million 
hectares (8.4 million acres) of cultivable land 
now in use, the government has = 
higher yields in wheat. sorghum. barley. 
miet, vegetables, melons, dates and grapes. 
Eggs and chicken production also has 
increased, cutting demand on imports. 
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JAPAN TO GET PETROCHEMICALS 


London ARABIA in English No 10, Jun 82 pp 50-51 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


Marketing arrangements for the 
petrochemicals produced at the 
Saudi Petrochemical Company 
complex in Jubail are slowly taking 
shape. The projec. is a joint venture 
between Pecten Arabia and Saudi 
Basic Industries © Corperation 
(Subic) Shell Onl (US) which owns 
Pecten is to have respensibility for 
the initial marketing of projects 
from the operation. 

The complex. due on stream by 
early 1985, will have an eventual 
annual production capacity of 
656.000 tonnes of ethylene. 454.000 
tonnes of ethylene dichloride. 
281.000 tonnes of ethanol, 295.000 
tonnes of styrene and 397.000 ton- 
nes of caustic soda. Market targets 
in order of ease of penctration will 
be Japan. the US and Western 
Europe 

According to Jan Oostermever. 
chairman of Pecten. 25 to §W per 
cent of the chemicals produced will 
be sold in Japan within the estab- 
lished industrial marketing struc- 
ture. Japan is seen as an obvious 
market for cheaply produced Mid- 
die East petrochemicals. Under 
pressure from both high feedstock 
costs as well as ageing production 
facilities. which are both difficult 
and uneconomic to replace. the 
increase in the consumption of 
cheap imported material is inevit- 
able. 

Pecten envisages selling 125.000 
to 150.000 tonnes a sear of styrene 
in Asia. mainly to Japan Japanese 
importers can also offer the advan- 
tage of an extensive trading network 
in South East Asia. so it can be 
expected that some product from 
Saudi Arabia will end up in these 
market areas. Caustic soda from the 
project. for example, is aimed pri- 
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marily at the Asian market. 

The US, meanwhile, will absorb 
half of the project's initial output 
which will amount to about 700,000 
tonnes a year. Shell does not foresee 
any closing of petrochemical plants 
in the US as a direct result of the 
Saudi project. Instead the com- 
plex’s production is seen as com- 
plementing Shell's position in the 
US chemical industry. Shell's own 
plants there will provide a market 
for Saudi ethylene dichloride. 

Western Europe. as the most 
integrated of the three major mar- 
kets. will be the most difficult for 
Pecten to enter. Unlike the 
Japanese. European producers are 
unwilling to abandon domestic in- 
vestment in favour of North African 
and Gulf projects. Furthermore. 
they are protected by tariffs and 
quotas that the EEC would be 
reluctant to remove if the imports - 
Pecten aims to sell 15 per cent of its 
production in Europe - were consi- 
dered a threat. Oostermeyer con- 
fidently expects that the EEC will 
not erect trade barriers. He argues 
that if the EEC responds by raising 
tariffs. it will make West European 
industry uncompetitive. 

Nevertheless. the EEC alcohol 
tariff of about $200) per tonne, 
designed to protect agricultural 
alcohol producers. would prevent 
Saudi ethanol from entering the 
European market Recently, US 
styrene imports were subject to 
duties following allegations by 
European producers of dumping. 
Consequently, West Europe. which 
has viewed Saudi Arabian petroche- 
mical projects with considerable 
concern, may not be slow to react 
against imports of cheap petroche- 
micals. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


WOMEN'S BANKS GETTING LARGER SHARE IN BANKING SECTOR 


London ARABIA in English No 10, Jan 82 pp 58-59 


[Text ] 


Two years after the introduction of 
&Y women’s banks to Saudi Arabia, they are 
handling up to 40 per cent of the kingdom's 
billions of dollars of private wealth. Ever since 
the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA 
the central bank authority) ruled that banks 
could have separate offices for women only, 
five branches have opened in the capital 
Riyadh, and two in the business and diploma- 
tic centre of Jeddah. Before the move, many 
women used to ask a relative to do their 
banking for them. but as soon as the women’s 
hanks opened many took the opportunity to 
transfer their accounts. 

A new confidence among Saudi women 
found expression at a recent conference on the 
role of women’s banks. Organised in Jeddah 
by the Cultural and Religious Affairs Commit- 
tee of the King Faisal Women’s Charitable 
Association. the conference was attended by a 
number of directors of major banks involved 
in the scheme According to Rima Istanbuli, 
managing director of the women’s section of 
the Saudi-British Bank in Jeddah. there had 
been teething problems in attracting female 
depositors at first. due mainly to the novelty of 
the scheme. 

Muncira Abdullatif, director of the 
women’s branch of the National Commercial 
Bank of Saudi Arabia, noted that women’s 
banks are “based on the nght which Islam 
gives to women to manage and dispose of their 
wealth as thes sce fit once they reach the legal 
ave.” This new scheme. she added, would 
enable women to “exercise their Islamic 
nghts.” Madawi al Hassun, director of the 
women’s branch of Al Rajhi Company for 
Trade and Commerce, hoped that the new 
facilities would permit women to manage their 
affairs independently, as well as encourage the 
financing of new projects and raise women’s 
level of knowledge in consumer affairs and 
finance. 
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Others hoped that women’s banks would 
provide a spur to economic activity and 
growth, as women control a significant portion 
of private wealth in the country. Banking 
sources say that women now own just over 50 
per cent of the property and buildings in 
Jeddah and 30 per cent of those in Rivadh. and 
not all these investments are owned by female 
members of the royal family. 

In addition to providing outlets for their 
customers. however, the women’s banks offer 
additional employment opportunities to Saudi 
women who have hitherto channelled their 
skills mainly into nursing and education. By 
the end of the third five-vear development 
plan in 1985, for example. the total number of 
students enrolled at King Abdulaziz Universi- 
tv is expected te reach 21.000 including 6.000 
women. Of the latter. SOO are expected to 
pursue courses in economics and administra- 
tion. At Rivadh Unsversity there should be 
2,000 women siudents by 1988, out of a total of 
17,000, and of these about 900 are likely to be 
receiving education in administrative sciences 
as opposed to 500 in medicine and allied 
medical science and 6() in the arts. 

While many of their employees were initial- 
ly expatriates, the women-only banks now 
make a point of employing Saudi women as 
part of their Saudiisation plan. At the Al Rajhi 
Bank, 12 of the 14 employees are Saudi 
nationals, while the National Commercial 
Bank has managed to reduce its expatriate 
staff from 10 to four out of a total of 16 women. 
The banks themselves often provide training 
schemes for Saudi applicants - the one at Al 
Rajhi’s lasts for four months. Rima Istanbuli 
has suggested the establishment of a special 
banking institute to train Saudi women for 
careers in women's banking and to add courses 
on banking at existing universities. She is not 
happy with the fact that the female directors’ 
authority is still confined to administration. In 








fact Shes calling wath other female collearues 
for the setting up of totally separate banks for 
women as distinct from separate branches of 
established banks. 

Muslim laws of inheritance mean that 
women have access to sufficient funds to 
warrant setting up an independent bank - 
subject to SAMA approval. Although the sons 
of Muslim families inherit twice as much as 
their sisters, they are expected to use their 
share to support their mother, unmarried 
sisters and their own wives and family, where- 
as a woman's wealth is hers alone. A surviving 
mother automatically receives one sixth of a 
deceased son’s assets. while a wife inherits an 
eighth of her husband's estate if there are 
children and a quarter if there are none. If the 
deceased has one daughter only she ts entitled 
to half the estate. Two or more daughters 
receive two thirds. 

Because the taking of usury (riba) ts prohi- 
bited in Islam, some women deposit huge sums 
into current accounts, while others buy gold. 
Others, however. play the currency market, 
speculate in real estate and invest in industnal 
projects. Some women use their capital for 
small businesses . 

Among the services provided to women are 
personal and commercial loany to set up 
businesses or import goods from abroad. 
There is. for example. a special service for 
Egyptian women working in the kingdom, who 
can now order and pay for goods through the 
Saudi-Cairo Bank. By paying in Saudi Arabia 
they are able to have cars and television sets 
delivered in Cairo, and even buy apertments in 
this way. 
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SUDAN 


DEBATE ON DECENTRALIZATION HELD 
Khartoum SUNA in English No 4170, 28 Jun 82 pp 9, 10 


[Text] Khartoum, June 28, (SUNA)--The SSU Committee for Political Affairs and Pro- 
grammes yesterday organised a debate on decentralization and transfer of power to 
the masses. . 


Debate Chairman 'Awn al-Sharif Qasim said the debate was meant to tackle national 
action issues and deepen the principle of dialogue. 


First Secretary of the SSU Preparatory Central Committee Badr-al-din Sulayman 
said socialist thought links political democracy with social equity. 


He said this means in Sudan the consolidation of the national unity structure 
within the framework of socialist-democratic thought with a rejection of partisan- 
ship and tribalism. 


Director of Sudan Academy for Administrative Studies Abshar al-Tayyib explained 
the stages of decentralization in Sudan and said that application of decentraliza- 
tion was a great turning point because it had transferred legislative, executive 
and administrative powers to the regions. 


He said decentralization had integrated authorities in the Sudanese regions and 
that every region had started to increase its resources for more progress and pros- 
perity. 


Mr. 'Ard-al-Sami' ‘Umar of the Faculty of Law, University of Khartoum called for 
making tables of powers which were transferred to the regions. 


National People's Assembly Controller Dr. Muhammad al-Asaiy said President Numay ri 
had relinquished many of his powers to the regional governors. 


He said that to apply decentralization local sources of revenue should be created 
by the regions depending on themselves. 


Debate Rapporteur Haydar Kabsun thoroughly reviewed the report prepared by the 
Higher Committee for Assessing Regional Government Experiment. 
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Korobfan Region Governor Al-Fatih Muhammad Bushara and a big number of citizens 
took part in the discussions. 


The debate was attended by senior SSU officials alongwith a wide gathering of citi- 
zens. 


cso: 4500/233 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


PRESIDENTIAL DECREE ON SSU CONGRESSES--Khartoum, June 28, (SUNA)--Sudanese Social- 
ist Union (SSU) secretaries in the regions and in Khartoum Province are to announce 
the convening of SSU congresses at their areas during the period August lst- 
November 30, according to a Presidential decree issued here Sunday. The decree 
stressed the absolute adherence to the basic rules and regulations Supervision 
Committees should observe the quorum at the beginning of the congresses. The de- 
cree stated that the agenda of the congresses, at all levels, should include evalua- 
tion of the regional government experiment, programme of the third mandate, de- 
veloping SSU performance, election of new committees and representatives of the 
organi-ational level to the upper level, election of SSU President and other tasks. 
Every organisational level should submit a written report on the work of its con- 
fress to the upper level, the decree said. It added that reports of the regions 
congresses and Khartoum Province should be raised to the Central Preparatory Commit- 
tee before Dec. 10. The SSU Central Preparatory Committee is to follow up imple- 
mentation of the decree in all the regions and Khartoum Province. The decree said 
that SSU Secretaries, when implementing the decree, should observe removal of all 
organisational excesses between administrative divisions and the structure of the 
political organisation. It fixed the convening of the central committee imme- 
diately after the winding-up of the fourth National Congress. The Assistant First 
Secretary and Chairman of Organisation and Mobilization committee is responsible 
for working out the necessary organisational rules for implementing the decree, 

the Presidential decree said. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4170, 28 Jun 

82 pp 1, 2] 


COTTON PRODUCTION--Khartoum, June 28 (SUNA)--The revenue of farmers at Al-Rahad 
Agricultural scheme from the cotton crop in 1981/82 has reached 12 million pounds 
compared to the 1.8 million pounds in the previous season, SUNA learnt. Payment 
of farmers dues is planned to begin Tuesday according to the individual account 
system, said an authoritative source at Al-Rahad Agricultural Corporation. The 
source said the "great achievement" came in the context of the new produciion re- 
lations and the implementation of the individual account system. It is worth not- 
ing that the cultivated area was decided to be increased this year from 125,000 
feddans, medium staple, to 135,000 feddans. The source said the expansion fol- 
lowed the success realized in the agricultural policies including the marketing 
policies which restored the place of the Sudanese cotton in the international m.i- 
ket. He concluded by saying that the farmers contribution to the funds of the 
People's Local Government and the social services has amounted to one million 
pounds. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4170, 28 Jun 82 pp 3, 4] 
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LAGU APPOINTED VICE-PRESIDENT--Khartoum, June 28, (SUNA)--President Numayri yes- 
terday relieved Abel Alier from his office as Vice-President, and decreed the ap- 
pointment of Joseph Lagu in his place. Lagu, 51, has been elected President of 
the Southern Region High E. ecutive Council in 1978. He is now a member of the SSU 
Preparatory Central Committee. Vice-President Lagu received his secondary educa- 
tion in Rumbek and was graduated 2nd Lieutenant from the Military College in May 
1960. Lagu took part in the negotiations that led to the signing of the peace 
treaty between the North and the South on Feb. 27, 1972. In 1977 he was appoin- 
ted Major General in the People's Armed Forces and on Feb. 27, 1978 he was unani- 
mously elected President of the High Executive Council of the Southern Region 
(H.E.C.). In March 1978 he was appointed member of the National Council of the 
Jonglei Canal Development Projects. On July 29, 1978 Legu was appointed First 
SSU Secretary General Assistant. On August 19, 1979 he became Secretary of the 
Southern Region SSU Secretariat. He then became Secretary of the SSU Popular Or- 
ganisations Dept. Lagu was then appointed member of the SSU Preparatory Central 
Committee and Assistant of the Organisation and Mobilization Sub-Committee of the 
SSU Preparatory Central Committee. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4170, 

28 Jun 82 pp 4, 5] 


AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT BUDGET--The budget allotted for agricultural development 
for the fiscal 1982/83 has reached L.S. 128.6 m. The amount is higher than the 
last year's budget by L.S. 33.4 m. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4170, 

28 Jun 8” p 7] 


INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS BUDGET--A sum of LS. 18,900,000 has been approved in the 
1982/83 budget proposals for the consolidation of industrial projects. The said 
sum would be utilized in consolidating sugar schemes, the establishment of a new 
production line at Khartoum Central Foundry, a line for lime production and ex- 
pansion of Kassala Onion Farm. Priority was given to industrial projects whose 
revenues would be flowing in fiscal 1982/83. Haj-‘Abdallah spinning factory was 
allotted 6 1/2 million pounds to help complete the factory's second phase for the 
production of fine yarn. An LS. 500,000 was also allotted to begin experimental 
operation of Port Sudan spinning project. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 
4171, 29 Jun 82 p 6] 


BUDGET FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH--Khartoum, June 29, (SUNA)--The national budget for 
scientific research will be examined in a series of sectoral meetings between 

July 17-21 under the motto "priority for scientific research" SUNA learnt. Chair- 
man of the National Coun it for Research Prof. Ahmad al-Rahman al-‘Ajib said this 
was the first time in Sudan's history to specify a national budget set exclusively 
for scientific research. The budget is in the context of the economic development 
programmes which had been summed up by the President in his address before the 
joint meeting of the Cabinet and the National Council for Research. [Text] [Khar- 
toum SUNA in English No 4171, 29 Jun 82 p 3] 


REGIONAL GOVERNMENT--Khartoum, June 29, (SUNA)--The High Committee set up to study 
relations between central institutions and the regions with regard to manpower yes- 
terday held its third meeting under the chairmanship of Finance and Economic Plan- 
ning Minister Ibrahim Mun'im Mansur. The Establishment Under-Secretary, reported 
to the Committee on the achievements of the technical sub-committee which he 
chairs with regard relations, standards specification, training, formation of the 
Establishment units in the regions and means of persuading employees to go to the 
regions. He also presented an initial report on the regions experiment during 

the past 18 months in which he touched on job structures in the regions and the 
difficulties that emerged with respect to manpower. The committee discussed the 
two reports and recommended that the two technical sub-committees finish their 
duties during this week prior to presentation of their final reports to the high 
committee on July 5. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4171, 29 Jun 82 pp 2, 3] 
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APPOINTMENT--Khartoum, June 25, (SUNA)--President Ja'far Muhammad Numayri yester- 
day decreed the appointment of Mr. Al-Sharif 'Abbud Al-Sharif as Director General 
of the Social Security Public Corporation. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 
4167, 25 Jun 82 p 1) 


COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS--President Numayri yesterday decreed the formation of the 
Sudanese side in the joint technical committee for the integration zone between 
Sudan and Egypt. The Sudanese side, headed by the Minister of the Cabinet Presi- 
dency includes the Northern Region Deputy Governor, the Northern Province Commis- 
sioner, the Secretary-General for Egypt's Affairs in Sudan and others. {Text ] 
[Khartoum SUNA in English No 4167, 25 Jun 82 p 6] 


SSU REGIONAL SECRETARIES APPOINTED——Khartoum, June 27, (SUNA)--President Numayri 

Saturday decreed the appointment of the following as SSU secretaries at the region: 
Dr ‘Abdallah Ahmad ‘Abdallah Northern Region ‘Abd-al-Rahim Mahmud Al-Fatih Muhammad 
Central Region. El Fatih Mohmed Bashir Bushara-Korobfan region, Hamid "Ali Shash- 


Eastern Region, Ahmad Ibrahim Durays-Darfour region. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in 
English No 4169, 27 Jun 82 p 4] 


SSU CENTRAL PREPARATORY COMMITTEE MEETS--Khartoum, June 27, (SUNA)--SSU Central 
preparatory Committee yesterday agreed on convening congresses as from the Ist of 
coming August till the end of November. The Committee reviewed the organization's 
experiment in the Southern region. It further endorsed the SSU headquarter's 
budget which reached 1.825.000 pounds. The Committee called for paying attention 
to the economic activity to consolidate SSU self-resources. Badr-al-din Sulayman 
briefed the committee on the work of the special committee set up to investigate 
shortage in electricity and Water supplies. At the end of the four-hour meeting, 
the President presented a report on the situation in the Middle East with special 
emphasis on Lebanon. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4169, 27 Jun 82 pp 5, 6] 


AL-FASHIR--Darfur Region's Acting Governor Mohammad "Abdallah Sharif and the region's 
People's Assembly Speaker Abul Gasim Saif eddin "Abd-al-Rasim Sayr Saturday re- 
viewed preparations for the new budget with the officials at the regional Ministry 
for Finance and Economy. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4168, 27 Jun 82 p 8] 


NEW APPOINTMENT -- Khartoun, June 30, (SUNA)-- The President of the Sudanese Socixlist 
Union (SSU) Ja'far Muhammad Numayri yescerday decreed the appointment of James 


Joseph Tombura as SSU Secretary for the Southern Region. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in 
English No 4172, 30 Jun 82 p 3] 


AGRICULTURE--Khartoum, June 30, (SUNA)--First Vice-President 'Umar Muhammad al- 
Tayyib has suspended the distribution of agricultural schemes at Rebak area pending 
the completion of surveying works along the borders of the Upper Nile and While 
Nile Provinces. A meeting to this effect was held here yesterday at the Vice- 
President's office in the presence of a delegation from the Rabak farmers, the Ag- 
ricultural Minister in the Cental Region and Commissioner of White Nile Province. 
The meeting agreed that traditional agriculture should continue as before and ft*.t 
the Regional Authorities should coordinate with the Mechanized Farming Corporation 


in order to protect the rights of the citizens. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English 
No 4172, 30 Jun 82 p 6] 


cso: 4500/232 
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STARCH FACTORY--Khartoum, June, (SUNA)--The Arab Authority for Agricultural Invest- 
ment and Development AAAID has chosen the belgian firm D'Smith to implement the 
starch and glucose factory, established by AAAID at Al-Jidid, Al Thawra, south of 
Khartoum, SUNA learnt. The factory will have a production capacity of 25,000 tons 
of starch and glucose plus 20,000 tons of fodder per year. The 30 million-pound 
project is expected to be completed in 1985. On the other hand, the AAAID has 
conducted a study to modernize and increase the capacity of oil factories under 
the Public Corporation for Oil Production, SUNA learnt. An agreement was reached 
to establish a company to manage and implement the said factories. In its last 
meeting in Kuwait, the Council of share holders signed the AAAID would contribute 
51% of the DLS 40 million company's capital. The rest of the capital is left for 
the Sudan Govt. The project, in its new form, aims at utilizing oil seeds to pro- 
duce about 30,000 tons of oil plus other by products. The Authority also began a 
study to modernize the state farm at Agadei in the Blue Nile Province. [Text] 
[Khartoum SUNA in English No 4168, 26 Jun 82 p 1] 


POLITICAL PROGRAMS--Khartoum. Mr. Faysal Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Rahman head of SSU 
Headquarters and Premises Affaires said the next stage would witness the activation 
of political action in the provinces throughout the country. The move is in ac- 
cordance with the President's directives to renew political life in the Sudan, he 
said. He added that the elected Regional Governors would lay down programmes and 
plans conducive to that goal. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in English No 4168, 26 Jun 82 
p 2] 


ROAD PROJECT--About 70% of the Jabal Al-Awliya'-Al-Duwaym road project has been fi- 
nalized, the whole project is expected to be finished next March, SUNA learnt. 


President Numayri opened last March the road's first phase of Qutaynah 50 km 
joining J. Aulia and Giteina. The whole road extends for 150 km. [Text] [Khar- 
toum SUNA in English No 4168, 26 Jun 82 p 2] 


cso: 4500/231 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


EXPORT TO JAPAN--Upon welcoming the Japanese minister of industry and trade 
in Abu Dhabi recently, UAE oil minister Dr Mani’ Sa‘id al-'Utaybah said that 
40 percent of the UAE's exports go to Japan, and that these exports comprise 
14 percent of all Japanese oil imports. [Text] [Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'‘ARABI WA 
AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 263, 17-23 May 82 p 39] 9123 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSES INTERNAL POLITICAL PROCESS 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 235, 24 May 82 pp 20-21 


(Interview with Dr ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani, prime minister of Yemen Arab 
Republic; conducted by ‘Abd al-Qadir Tuhuf; date and place not specified: 
"Border Problems with South Yemen Are Not Dangerous"/ 


/Text] Dr ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani, Prime Minister of Yemen, summed up Yemen's 
present concerns in these words: "Our first and last concern is the Yemeni 
individual." When he speaks about the result of the past five years, he says, 
“When we show our pride in what our country has achieved in the space of the 
last 5 years, we are speaking out of our direct experience and full knowledge 
of how our country lived before the revolution. At that time we lived in 

a society that was helpless, vanquished in its own house." This dialogue 
with Dr al-Iryani sheds light on an important aspect of Yemen's experience 

and its new orientations. 


(Question? We hear about the democratic experiment in the Yemen Arab Republic. 
Could you tell us about this experiment and its components, and how democracy 
is practiced in this country? 


[AnswegJ There is no doubt that democracy takes many forms and is practiced 
in any country in light of its political, economic and social conditions. 
These general conditions dictate the form democracy will take. Our demo- 
cratic practice in the Yemen Arab Republic also comes in more than one form. 


We have national cooperative associations for development, which is an expres- 
sion of the people's participation in developmental, economic, and social 
works. We have the pecple’s constituent assembly, which is a particular 
council at the present time, but it exercises all its parliamentary function: 
granted it in the constitution and is considered a preparation for con- 
ducting direct, free elections, which will be the first of their kind in the 
history of Yemen. Before conducting elections, there is another way to 
guarantee the protection and proper exercise of democracy, and that is the 
preparation of the national pact. This pact was prepared and then presented 
to the people for a referendum, and modified in light of the general obser- , 
vations of the people that came in the form of the referendum. Representa- 
tives of the people were elected to hold a general popular conference to 
ratify the pact. Proceedings are now under way to hold this conference. As 
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I said, after the pact is ratified, executive measures will begin to hold 
direct free elections, which will be the first of their kind in the history 
of Yemen. All these practices and experiments which we are undertaking issue 
basically from our economic and social reality. We believe that it will grow, 
develop, and be revised and clarified as our society grows and develops. 


Question Could you tell us about the constitution and the existing con- 
stitutional institutions in the country? 


(Answe~J The country's constitution was drawn up in 1969 and announced in 
1970. It is a perpetually valid constitution. Some constitutional amend- 
ments were applied to it with regard to the conditions which changed after 
the 13 June movement. These are temporary amendments or proclamations. The 
constitutional institutions begin with the Republican Council, then the 
Council of Ministers, and then the elected Advisory Council. Now things have 
changed; there is no longer a Republican Council, and we now have a Presi- 
dency of the Republic. Hence, the Advisory Council had to alter the consti- 
tution to conform with the new situation. The Advisory Council issues the 
laws, and the government is of course the executive agency. The President 

of the Republic prescribes policy and supervises its execution. The con- 
stitutional Supreme Court is the body to which the laws issuing from the 
government and the Advisory Council are presented to confirm their constitu- 
tionality. The fact is that the constitutional form is a rigid form and 
adopts the method of the elected assembly and does not stipulate that members 
of the government be members of it. 


(@uestionJ How was the constitution drawn up, and who was responsible for 
writing it? 


fAnswer] The constitution was drawn up by a particular national council at 
that time, and was ratified by the elected Advisory Council. But that 
election was not direct and free, rather it was an election at the level of 
associations. 


(Muestion? What is the idea behind the national pact, and what are its 
specific goals? How was it drawn up, and who ratified it? 


[Answer] The national pact is an ideational formulation of the sum of the 
political, economic and social orientations in our country, around which we 
believe all the various subsequent ideas and opinions can rally. It issues 
from the experience, and cultural, social and political reality of the people. 
The idea behind the pact is that it be a guide for national political 

activity in our country, and a way of avoiding ideational and ideological 
struggles which are inconsistent with the welfare of Yemen. 


(Questiog/ It is rumored outside the country that in the Yemen Arab Republic 
there is a dualism of power. What is your response to that? 


[Answer] The answer is a denial, of course; that is, there is no dualism 
of power. The constitution has set forth the powers of each constitutional 
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institution mentioned, and the laws have stipulated the powers of all 
bureaus, institutions and ministries. There is no dualism of power at all. 


[Question] Some foreign and Arab newspapers still speak from time to time 

of a war going on in some parts of the Yemen Arab Republic between the 
regular forces and the Democratic Front. What validity can be given these 
reports? If they are true, who is arming and financing this Front? If it is 
not true, then who is circulating these reports? 


[Knswet] In fact, the reports that are being circulated are exaggerated and 
take on extraordinary dimensions. I am surprised that they are taking on 
these dimensions that are repeated in the press. But we do not deny that 
there are some problems on the borders with South Yemen, but they are not 

of the severity and importance depicted by the foreign press and some Arab 
newspapers. We do not believe that this subject merits such a quantity of 
debate and discussion. We believe that it will be simple enough for us to 
control, and it does not merit detailed discussion because it is not so 
consequential as to be discussed. 


{Question] It is well known that the Yemen Arab Republic has adopted a policy 
of complete neutrality in foreign affairs on both the Arab and international 
planes. Do all the Arab countries meet Yemen's neutrality with a similar 
neutrality from their side, and not try to interfere in its internal affairs? 


[Knswet] We embrace the policy of international neutrality. We are not neu- 
tral in Arab affairs because we belong as a people and totally adhere to 
national Arab issues. We do not maintain a neutral position vis-a-vis 
national issues. With regard to Arab disputes we are also not neutral, 
because we continuously take pains to play a conciliatory role in these 
disputes. Undoubtedly the fact that we have not joined any of the existing 
blocs within the Arab homeland makes it very easy for us to take this duty. 
This policy which we follow has never led to weakening of our domestic or 
foreign policy, nor is there any interference in our domestic policy at all. 


(Question) It is well known that the unification of Yemen is a main national 
goal toward which you have worked and continue to work. What has been 
achieved by efforts to unify the two halves, and what hinders these efforts? 


[Answer] The attempts to unify the two sides are continuous and ongoing. 
Each day we achieve a positive step on that path. Our most recent achieve- 
ment is the completion of the formulation of a constitution for the unified 
state. Therefore I say that there is no one, outside or inside the country, 
who can hinder our course on the path of unification. 


(Nuestionf But hasn't it taken a long time,. longer than necessary? 
[Knswe~J The only unification experiment in the Arab homeland to have taker 
such a long time is ours. How often have two Arab states met and discussed 


unification, only to break apart over a dispute and not come together agai :? 
We are the only two sides to conduct a unification dialogue that has lasted 
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more than 10 years. This is a distinction, not a fault. This experiment, 
its continuity, and the achievement of firm steps in its path, is a positive 
operation that cannot be turned into a negative phenomenon because there is 
no other Arab experiment better than it. 


[Question] The Yemeni people are among the most sensitive, sincere and 
enthusiastic about their Arabism. Also, in your official positions you also 
speak out of -o understanding of the unity of the Arab homeland. What is 
your conception of the Arab homeland? Do you believe in the possibility of 
establishing one Arab state in the future? 


(fAnswerJ First of all, I do not believe there is any ambiguity in our geo- 
graphical conception of what the Arab homeland is as we speak of it today. 
The question to ask ourselves is always, what form do we seek for Arab unity? 
Is it a form of incorporation in which there will be one president of the 
republic and one government for the Arab homeland? Is it a federation or a 
confederation? I believe that the deficiency in Arab national thought calling 
for Arab unity comes from the fact that this idea has from the beginning had 
no other form for Arab unity than complete incorporation. It is clear from 
Arab and international circumstances, and perhaps even the historical circum- 
stances of the Arab homeland, that to impose Arab unity in one form, with no 
substitute, is a mistake. 


I can say that with regard to certain areas such as the two Yemens, the form 
of unity between them must be incorporation, because due to overwhelming 
historical and social conditions, neither side can withdraw from the other. 
But with regard to other areas, we cannot conceive that the form of.incorpora- 
tion is the only plan. There must be another form to suit the conditions 

of particular countries. In this way we can come to a certain degree of 

unity and integration, in order to eventually set up an Arab home’and which 
we may consider one: one Arab homeland because the borders are «pen; one 

Arab homeland because the activities and the pursuits of activities in each of 
its parts can involve every citizen; one Arab homeland because its national 
and international attitudes are one. The form of Arab unity in my opinion 
should take a number of shapes, and it must take more than one form. But 

the essential is that a single Arab entity be established, with its weight 

and value on the international arenas. This does not exist. Why do we 

cling to an imaginary situation and not work toward what is possible? With 
the passing of time it will be possible for all forms and experiments to 

take the form of full incorporation. 


(uestiog7 Do you want to address a word to the Arab reader of AL-DUSTUR? 


[Answeg~J My word to the Arab reader is to invite him to visit Yemen. As 
the Arab poet said, "Noble son, why don't you come near and see what you 
have heard of; for one who sees is not like one who hears." 


9397 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


HIGHLIGHTS OF INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 232, 3 May 82 pp 23-24 


[Krticle by ‘Abd al-Qadir Tuhuf: "San'a' Lets Arabs Participate in Making a 
"Happy Yemen'''/ 


[Text] Why an International Conference for Yemeni Development? A question 
that could be asked by a reader who has not followed the course of the recent 
renaissance in the Yemen Arab Republic. Perhaps it could also be asked by the 
orindary Yemeni citizen when he sees this great gathering of Arab and foreign 
delegations and experts coming to San‘a’. 


The opening session of the conference met under the leadership of Col ‘Ali 
"Abdallah Salih, president of the Republic and general commander of the armed 
forces. The conference was attended by representatives from Arab and allied 
countries and international, regional and national organizations. 


The session began with a word from the Minister of Development and president 
of the Central Planning Bureau, in which he presented the second five-year 
plan and indicated the achievements of the first five-year plan. Among these 
was a yearly growth in total local production estimated at approximately 6 
percent. This is an excellent achievement when we consider that some large 
investments have still not come into the role of full production. The average 
yearly growth in the other main sectors included: 11.7 percent in industry, 
18.4 percent in mining, and 20.4 percent in electricity and water. The agri- 
cultural sector is the only one that did not meet its goals or exceed an 
average yearly growth of 1 percent. He mentioned that the number of students 
in schools rose during the first five-year plan from 377,000 to 457,000. 
There has also been tangible progress in rural health services, and the 
main cities have been provided with pure water. Then he called attention to 
the second five-year plan currently under study and discussion, and pre- 
sented its goals and broad steps. 


After that, the Secretary General of the Arab League, Chedli Klibi spoke. He 
pointed out that the invitation to the Arab League to participate in this 
conference affirms Arab Yemen's determination to fill the national gap in its 
efforts. This is in keeping with the comprehensive conception affirmed by 
the Arab Economic Summit which met in Amman and asked the brother Arabs to 
offer material and technical assistance to achieve the goals of the plan and 
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to participate in building the new Yemen. He also touched on the dangers 

and challenges to the fate of the Arab nation that it faces at the present 
time, and their reflections on national and regional courses of development. 
Some of the most important challenges are the conditions arising from hostile 
Israeli policies. 


Then 'Abd al-Halim al-Hamad, Kuwaiti Minister of Finance, spoke and expressed 
his admiration for the great efforts expended in preparing the plan. He 
expressed his admiration for its comprehensiveness, the clarity of its goals, 
and the precision and frankness with which they are expressed. He indicated 
some of the difficulties faced by the plan, including the difficulty of pro- 
viding planned investments and raising the proportion of foreign financing. 
He called attention to the necessity of drawing off excess revenues to the 
public sector and taking care to study the economic gains of the projects, 
and to continue to develop the administrative structure. He also stressed 
the necessity of care to preserve existing projects and to assist and support 
national cooperative agencies for development in providing trained workers 
and mobilizing revenues and the participation of the people. 


President 'Ali 'Abdallah Salih concluded the session by saying, "The great 
jumps our country has achieved in social and economic development strengthen 
our confidence that your participation in this conference will help our 
second five-year plan to be more successful and to achieve its goals after 
the first five-year plan has achieved all of its goals. By this conference 
we welcome Arab, Islamic and foreign capital for investment in our country 
under the laws and organizations which have provided many facilities and 
protection for investment. We affirm our readiness to offer more protection 
and interest to help all participation in development to succeed. In that 
regard, we highly esteem all brothers and friends who have participated and 
are participating in our development plan. We affirm that our people cannot 
forget the good and sincere assistance and active participation they have 
offered. 


During the conference, which met in the Sheraton hotel, there were three 
sessions in which the heads of the delegations spoke, commenting on the 
draft of the second five-year plan. Then the conference partipants broke 
up into two committees, the production committee and the committee on basic 


needs. 


The production committee discussed the following topics: the general frame- 
work of the plan, investments and financing, the agricultural sector, the 
industrial sector, minerals and petroleum, transportation and communications, 
construction, commerce, and tourism. 


The committee on basic needs discussed the general goals for providing basic 
needs, the human resources, emigration and the work force, complete rural 
development, cooperatives, and public services. After each committee had 
finished drawing up its final report and proposals, the concluding session 
of the conference met and issued the final statement. 











It was clear from the many words spoken in the conference and the discussions 
in the committees that the plan as a whole was acceptable. Many representa- 
tives praised its precision and formulation, and expressed their admiration 
for it. Likewise, a number of delegations announced the readiness of the 
states and organizations they represented to participate in financing the 
plan. It was noticed that most representatives focused in their speeches and 
discussions on the great importance of the agricultural sector and the neces- 
sity of giving it more care and attention. This is in view of the huge agri- 
cultural potential which Yemen enjoys. They asked for positive solutions for 
the existing difficulties in the way of agricultural development, the most 
important of which is breaking up agricultural property. 


This plan was prepared by the Central Planning Bureau and the expanded Tech- 
nical Committee which issued from it, and which included two representatives 
from the different sectors and economic activities. Also participating in 
its preparation and formulation were a number of experts and regional and 
international organizations. One could also say that the delegations studied 
the plan and its details, though one cannot finish studying and discussing 

it and issuing proposals for it in a few days. 


In short, the conference achieved a success which may be added to the series 
of accomplishments achieved by Yemen in a period considered comparable. 


The conference was attended by delegations from various Arab states in addi- 
tion to the delegation of the Arab League headed by its Secretary General, 
Chedli Klibi. Friendly foreign states were represented, with delegations 
from the United States, the Soviet Union, Canada, Britain, France, Italy, 
Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, Sweden, Finland, Spain, West Germany, East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Japan, India, and Australia. This is in 
addition to delegations from the United Nations, the European Common Market, 
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the UN Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), the UN Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), the 
International Organization for Weather Observation, the International Wire 
and Wireless Communications Union, the UN Development Program (UNDP), the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), UNICEF, the UN Industrial Develop- 
ment Organization (UNIDO), the Arab-American Union for Commerce and Industry, 
and the West Asian Economic Committee. 


Delegations also came from OPEC, the OPEC Fund for International Development, 
the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, the Abu Dhabi Fund for 
Arab Economic Development, the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development, 

the International Fund for Agricultural Development, the Arab Organization fur 
Education, Culture and Sciences, the Arab Organization for Administrative 
Sciences, the Islamic Bank for Development, the Council on Arab Economic 
Unity, the Arab Planning Institute, the Union of Arab Tourism, the Inter- 
national Civil Aviation Organization, the Franco-Arab Banking Union, the 

Saudi Arabian Investment Company, the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
the Saudi Chamber of Commerce, and the Kuwaiti Chamber of Commerce. This is 
in addition to delegations and representatives from several other Arab and 
foreign companies and a large number of experts on money, development and 
economics. 
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The conference met in the Sheraton hotel and its organization was presided 
over by the Yemeni Ministry of Information, which set up 12 offices for 
services for the conference within the hotel, including an office for general 
coordination, an office for the conference secretariat, the office of the 
official spokesman, the office of information and tourism, the protocol 
office, the office of aviation services, the office of automobile services, 
an information office for the conference, the office of the Central Planning 
Bureau, the office of the preparatory technical committee, the office of 
conference security, and a medical clinic. The agencies of the Ministry of 
Information worked day and night during the period in which the conference 
met, and earned the gratitude of all the guests. 


The French ambassador in San'a' headed his country's delegation to the 
conference, and delivered his speech in classical Arabic. One of the members 
of the delegation of the French Chamber of Commerce told AL-DUSTUR that in 
view of the lack of a French-language interpreter in the conference, the 
ambassador decided to speak in Arabic, so he would not have to use English. 


The Ministry of Information and Culture held a reception for the guests in 
which a troupe of artists attached to the Ministry participated. They 
offered popular songs and folk dances which evoked admiration. 
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